rning

Jonn Hiatt Fanzine - Issue 5




Hi Y all!

I know what you're thinking. .. Where has Slow Tuming been? Well, we're still here, and that familiar feeling of
excilement that only JTohn Hiatt news can bring has completely taken over my life. So here’s the scoop...

First the bad news of which many of you will already be at least partially aware: As we reported in the last issue,
last year many tour dates were cancelled because John had cysts on his throat. The cysts were not life threatening, but
needed (o be removed which lefl Hiat with recouperating today. John told the Ottawa Sun: 1" ve been strugelin® singing
the last couple of years, but | didn’t really put it together. 1 just thought I was getting older and my voice wasn't as sirong,
Like everything else on my body, it”s falling apart. The hair’s going, gravity’s getting my waistline. But il was this damn
cvat. 1 was actually relieved when [ found out it was this thing was causing 1t." The surgery was a complete success;
those who have seen Hiat peform since say that his voice 15 as good as ever.

There have been many rumors buzzing around about Hiatt"s new album. At first, it was supposed to be a rcunion
record with Sonny Landreth, David Ranson, and Ken Blevins. Sonny Landreth scemed quite excited about the
passibilitics in once inferview. As he said, “John's such a great songwriter, 108 always fun o work on bis wnes. 1
rrussed that, actually.” However. after what appears wo be a fall out with Capitol Records, John decided to record an
acoustic album with Davey Farmagher and Dave Tmmergluck. Crossing Muoddy Waters is due out Scpicmber 26 — chock
out the next page for more information on the circumstances that lead to this great album’s releass!

Eut John has been busy doing more than his uswal music making. Any of vou who may have been channel
surfing past PBS have probably caught John hosting this vear™s season of the acclaimed music and interview senes
Sessions al Width Street, John's been doing a great job playing host and interviewer to a variety of musicians, from
Ruben Blades, o Iggy Pop, w Mary Chapin Carpenter. w Cibo Matto, to George Clinton. - And there's a least one person
who hasn't let John go feeling unappreciated.  Ax John told Kevin R, Convey of the Boston Herald: <My bipgest trill was
talking with George Clinton. 1t was like visiting with the Dalal Lama or something. He sent his tailor around afterward to
have a suit made for me. And when 1asked him if a guy like me could ever hope 1o see the Mothership, he sad quietly,
‘Oh, yes. The Mothership's for everybody.™ By the way, the suit looked great!

Most af you are also probably already awarne that there’s a new way to answer that somewhat cxasperating
question: “Who s John Hiae?™ John Hiaft™s the gy that wrode the song God and the King sing together! Even John was
a bit taken aback when he first heard that BB King and Eric Clapton were planming on teaming up 1o record an album with
the ttle rack of “Riding With the King” from his 1983 album. John wld Chns Moms of Billboard: “T was pretty tickled.
I got a call [rom Enc, Tthink it was late winter or early spring. asking me about the song, and could [ change a couple of
lines to make it a little bit more about B.B., which was a nice thing to do — he could have sung anything. He's a very
conscicntious guy and wants it to be right. So | rewrote the bridge. 1 was so thrilled they did it [ thought they did a preat
Job to0,” Troe., this is one of the best cover-versions of a John Hiatt zonz to date, but still nething compares 1o The Man?!

Speaking of covers, while we are all anxously awaiting this new acouste album, we were treated o the second
even in comparison to the carlier tribute album Love Gets Strange, a few of the tracks are well worth the price of the CD
released from TELARC, Check out the track histing: “Falling Up™ by C.J, Chenier, It Hasn™t Happened Yet™ by
Terrapce Simien, “0ld Habas are Hard 1o Break™ by Irma Thomas, “Listening o Old Voices™ by Odeta, “Love Like
Blood™ by Kenny MNeal, “Wrote It Down and Burned [0 by Eris Wiley, “The Eiver Knows Your Name,” by Colin Linden,
“Feels Like Rain.” by Tab Benoit, “Thiny Years of Tears” by Andrea Re, “Real Fine Love,” by Chris Smither, “Back of
My Mind™ by Cliff Eberhardt, and “Have a Little Faith In Me™ by Patty Larkin.

Now, 1"d like to pay tribute to all of you who have suceesstully completed a cross-word puzzle from [ssue 4.
There’s no doubd that Hiate fans are among the smanest people around! However, even a Hiatt-addict can get tripped up
every cnce i & while, 5o here are the answers for those of vou who weren’t able o complete the puzzle, ACROES: 1
Seventeen 2. Telecaster 3. Mr. Charming 4. Magician 5. Digital watch 6. Five 7. Sloop John B 8. Lowsiana 9.
Elcven 10, Milky Way 11, Thinty-four. DOWRN: 1. Basement 2. Sterilize 3. Wingtips 4. Rendezvous 5. Two 6.
Hundred 7. Elephant 9. Buttons.

['d like wo alze pay tribute and zive a special bello to all of e nice. musically savvy and John Hiatt enlightened
people on the Shot-of-Rhythm John Hiatt e-mail list. Most of the information in this magaane was gathered through
tidbitz [ leamed on this discussion list, so thanks to cvervone who posted about new Hiatt information. (To those of you
Thanks also (o everyone who let us know when John s coming (o town for a concer, .. which b hopefully will be soon,
Those of us in the Boston area will be treated 10 an in-store appearance at Borders in late September, I'm sure John will
be welcomed back to Beantown and other cities with open arms, and most importantly, escitedly open ears!

With all that said, enjoy Issue 5 and Rave ON!

*Slow Tiermiéng is not an official mazazine amd 15 nod alfibated wath Tobn Hhian or Vangeard Becords, This is one fan's Tabor of Tove.



The usual excruciating wait for o new Higlt album seemed particularly long to those of us who had heard the
title frack of Crossing Muddy Wafers before. We knew how great this was going fo be and couldn’t wait fo get
an ear-full. However, every album has a story behind the disc. Check out John's own words about the alburm
that will doubtless earm him the long-awaited recognition he deserves!

The albume: W did it so lus1, | came home and thought “Oh [no]. this is like a tear fest—every song 1 about loss, relationships
treaking up or having broken up. 1 said 1o my wile, "Hey look. Nothing's wrong. babe.” But she's been at the fromt for 14 years now
Whin we Tirst pot marmed she used 1o take them a little oo seriously. but she knows better now. Songwriters are Kind of like Walter
Mitey: We hive this Tantasy lile through our songs. | peess that will come up, though, ™+

Vanguard Records: “We were about thiee-guarcers threaegh a new record for Capated wath the Goners, 1805 just a great record, and
[the Fabel] just didn't quite gt it The regime had shifted yer again... 5o we just decided, Yoo know what, [ don’t think this s a goed
place for us o be right now.” ™ Capitol Fecords “just couldn’™ see eye to eye on the merins of the music,. Finally, we aitained free-
asency status, And all the sudden. the muosie ot calm. Al the conl geys and _|_',.u'|5-. WIS (0 "-.":srll'_l,uwd. When | was a d, Vanguard
wits the s---, [t will be again!™* “This is actually the fest record thar Town. Thve mever had that in 16 albumes. 1y oo iest blush ol
Iree apency, and we like it The coolest thing is we can put this recoed anywherz, 10 nice 1e have opiions. Sinee everything 15 up in
the ar, iU"s o wonderful tme (o be a free agent.”+

“The Wild West” Online: | Levitan] said, “You know it's like the Wild West out there right now. Now that the major labels are
out of the music businezs, there's all kinds of epportunities.” That's exacely bow he put it. He sasd T koow we can find somebody
winll can oon the master. and they 1 just put itoue.” What happened was, somehow Emogie came ot the peture. He soud Yon
know, this 1s something brand-new. How does this sownd o you? And be stared talking abowt Emusie doang the secosd, domg o
onlire. So initially it was just going to be an online kind of thing, and [ zaid "Hey, that sounds greac, lev’s do it And then Vanguand
camge into the picture. So0ics a deal between the teo of them ™ ®

Going acoustic: "Once we were officially free agents, Ken [Levitan, Hiatt's manager] said, ‘Hev, you wanl 1o make an acoashc
record?” And 1 suid, “Yeah, v always wanted o do that.” Nogonly that, bot people are always asking me, "When are wou gonng
ke an geowstic record Y. L. L hod an immediate list of abowt 30 or 40 tunes that 17°d written over vears that had either fallen by the
wavside or through the cracks of various problems or whatever. But also, ['d been writing some new stuff since wed put the rock
record on the back burner.”™ ® 1 wanted to do it mostly acoustic oo make it sownd Like we were sitting asound a back porch, and [
wanted no drums-those were the only tao directives 1 had in mind."+

The home base: 1w hived on thes P for abool L:i.t':l‘ll LRI WI.'..T'\,,: ol i !hn:. -::|:-||.|1I|:.- :|.r||_| VLEE W i[l.'. a -:_:|._:r!'.;'.in |-ci1||:] L:.I’y_-ng ozl
hizre. [r_".tﬁlili1l_"5'_'.' started j:_l_"r[il'lg.‘: thiat [1‘ur’.'.'|'|| vilbe, Aad Tee .u}-.-.-;l_'.'h WG NFL CiEs TG gl preily rrauch, S0 a5 i 1o have @ recosd
that kind of tries o flesh that oot without a ot of mental exercise about the scnes. In fact, there was mone. We just went inand playved

i+

The Song “What Do We Do Now ™ "When my wife and T had been mardied for abour frve SEACS W Kandd oof bt o weall, as |.'.-:|u|1||.'
der.. The "I word was actually a thought. 1 don’t know that it was even wttered, bur that scared the C . out of us. We gof through that,
but 1 was kind of drawing on that, just that witer humiliation yoo feel where you're standing there with youor [life] in yous hands
thinking, "What do we do nosa'™ “+

The zong "Everybad‘].-' Went Low™: Tt kind of addreszes a |'|h|.'.||||1r||.:r||||| thil s havie F | hirizn |||.'.in5._::-;. Y Cam 1-,_-.| 1'-:1|_|r o I_l'.'-:_'.
;’b-\:l::-i'tu|t |l\.'§l:_'\,"¢':!."ll_"'l' and decide 1o ke bummed oot The e I|'|i|'|:.': WL TR _-.-l.:-u"rr: i a dowrward x|'|:|.:|'|. It cam e |_':|I|:|'|i.r'|5-_'.“"":

The Song "ﬂ‘n‘fj-" the Eang Survivas™ I:_i|1'\.'|'|'.|-.:|_| awbien N:Lrl;,':,.' anil GI,,ZIII.'E[iiI Rae rolled pgver « when wis that ) “I’cupll.'. Femd 1o,
eapecially with singer-songwriters, take songs a5 linecal snippets of the weiters” lives, My poinn in that song is thar they're ooz,
exngtly—it comes cut of o whole mess of images and anly the scng survives.™ '+

F"Ia_vfng for the album: ":~i:::i:'|_|;_ therne |'|‘.."|]-1i|1f_ ‘.'r'll.L"'\-il_"'.\, ﬁl'l;_f_t:l[lil:l.il'q._*_ 1 wialez 1'i:|r'||.'.._ will |'.-:'-||'|':r|-_:-_ to rehearse and Ao awe than Three
chords o play arownd with.” -

= Frovm "Clear as r'r{l.l.lili-'_-.'" h]-' ]_||_:|'_.';:| Sachs frorm N ."3':'.r.lr."r-.rr.lu |'|-':|'.'r.'.;'re;_'.:r1r'

+ Trovm “Blhzaful Hat Fpil!la-_'_h. the Blues™ hy R:lla:E:.' [ewns of IA Tieees, S-G-00

& Freorn “Tobm Fiar Goes Acoopsie, Indie, aond Cnliae™ |::-_',- Chris Moz froan Ballbaard .eom
#* From “Johkn Thian's *Mew” Soand”™ |::-_',-' Lynne hﬂaru_{lli:-. Al wen e soumel . com



Powers of a Music

]

Muse

There are many people who have been moved by John Hial's lyrics and his life story of dealing with
addictions and grieving the loss of his brother and his second wife to suicide. Crossing Muddy Wafers
is just one of many songs that have doubtiessly helped John himself and many of his fans deal with
tragedy. Below are the lyrics to the new fitle frack and fwo rare clder songs that show Hiaoft's strength
nof only as a songwriter, but alse as o human being.

Crossing Muddy Waters

My baby's pone - 1 don't know why
She ket out this morming

Like a rusty shot ina hollow sky
Left me withouwr warming

Sooner than the dogs could bark

and fasoer than the san mose

Dowen 1o the banks am an old mule car
she ook a flathoar acnees the shallow

CHORTS:

[eft me momy tears to drown

she befl o baby daughter

Mosw water's wide & deep and brown
Ahe's crossing muzddy waters

Tobacen standing wm the Nelds

b ranen comme Movemnber

Ao a barter heart wall nol reveal

a spong that love remembers

When that sweet brown girl of mine
her black eyes are ravens

Wiz broke the bread. drank the wine
from @ jug that she'd been saving

CHORLS

Baby's crying and the daylight's zone
That bag vak tree is groaning

[ rush of windd and river of song

[ can hew iy swestheart molning
Crving for her baby child

or erving for her husband

Crying fur thal river's wild

Ix Lk her from her loved ones

Other Healing somgs:
Seven Little Indians

Sl Tuming

Friend of Mine

Listening to O Voices
Dust Down a Country Road

Right Now

Wons saud that the tables would turn

And sure enough, vou turned away

Yo eot ot of thas one baby

And we all had 10 pay

Dron’c know wha kacd the last one coming
Bt o took an om0 wasn 'L any joke
When 1 thenk of howe we hurt each other
I makes mee want 1o choke

CHORTS:
Fight s o [ winl to forget you.
Fight e — [ dan’t want 1o miss voil.
Right now — T wimnt to forget you,
Fight new, right now

[ kmow 005 a masty habat

apending nme mulling over the past.
Mighr ger a kick every so often

B the Rack never lasts,

TP nived of asking questions

Arkd [ tered of wondering why:
You hurt so much from living

Yaou just winted to die.

CHORILIS

T eould dwell on all the suffering

I canzsed you

Ard never see my way Lhrough it
I'm not washing any hands

But T dean’t give a damn whal they say
You didn’t have thi right 1o do it

One cigareile assing from a package
Must bigve thosght about it just that long
Then youw walked through the back door
Wath vour blug shppers om,

Left therm meat right mext o each odher
O an abd chaer out 1o the paragre
Underneath the rafllers whenes you were
hanging,

At that mage weren't encugh

T know you were gone.

WHAT SONG HAS MOVED YOUF
share your thoughts about any of John's songs. or tell us what song you
have found to ba particulardy moving or helped you get over a hard

Tirmss in o lite,

Slow il'ur'rring.

With your perrmission, we'll print your responss in an ssue ol

Twenty-One
Was it the night wind that called
The little e-:l‘n,:phun;': by
Made herm leawvie his sheep
Or the wild dogs growling
Cir the Bisd that flew
Wi nevier knew
What drowe bieen 1o bis darkest slesp.

Mavhe the snow played tricks

Chin the lintle shepherd boy.

Mefust haavee dowe ham blind.

Frosm the waldies) wingd

To the darkest naghi,

“Till hiz eoaled mar see

What had corme o be

The loved anes he'd leave behind,

Traeenty-rme

His eyes were glywing
W pave heen a1 zun’

His puis were showing
ﬁl.:lling Ll

W want 1o know,

Where dad be pia?

He '.-;.'u.a _1.'_-.:-i|15-_: 1oy leaed ey
ALl oo of theg weldiermess
Was that too much 1o ask?
His sister and his hrothe
His father and his mother,
They sentenced him

T a chance so slim

He had oo swear bes cown dissith rmask,

By his own hand dsed the shepherd boy
Mo one was there o hlame.

We carry the barden

Of the lives he left husting

Mo ome heard the shoa

but believe i ar niost

Mathings ever :"'-":'i"'i' 1 b s sanmmne,

Thirty years ago il happened

And Tam't ower 1 vel

A leather s los, U mever lorpaes
Loy o iI'I'|:I_Lr_II'I:,'. thir zound of his woice.
Ok whizt he st hawve s 1o hirmssd [
When he made that choace.



S

Listening to Hiatt songs, it's almost always clear that you are hearing one of the smartest,
wittiest songwriter's in the business. Buf there’s more to each ditty than what you can hear on
fhe CD. Here, in John's own words are some comments of some of your favorite songs, from
where the inspirafion came from, to what John thinks of some older tunes years later,

The Way We Make a Broken Heart: “Ry recorded thes first, befone Rose had a hit with it in 1988, She and T had done this duet, for
my ‘Eiding With the King” album. Dhon’t knew why we dido’™t put it on that record. God, T love her voice, ... We col it back in 19483
in 5an Francisen, and it 10k me right back there, | don’t know why we left it off the record; it was grest. Whao the bell knows what
we wiere thinking "™

Buffalo River Home: ©'1read a litile book called “The Devil's Backbone.” 105 o briel hiztory ol the Matchez Trace, an old Indizn il
that run between Notchez, Mississippi and Nashville. T packed the wife and kids in the car and drove what's now the Federal Parkway
that roughly Tolloes whot's left of that old wail. We crosscd the Buffalo Brver twace, we came home and 1 wrote this song. See Kids,
reachng s 3 pood thing.”

Feely Like Redny “Wrote this is my jammics (blue plaid) on a Sunday morming i that litle stone cottage in Grandview, [ was
thumking of the Goners and Louisiana where they come from, and how their playing reminds me of the Spanish moss you sce hangin'
on the drees down there. Maybe not 5o colncidentally, i was laer recorded by Aaron MNeville, ancther Lovisiana native, and Buddy
uy, who's probably been there at least. For my wife, as the love songs always are,”

Perfectly Crood Guttar; 1 was working out, believe it or not, and they were showing reruns of Mirvima's performance on some
awards show. The bass player, Krist Movoselic, hurled his bass skvward and o came down onhes bead, oo was struck with the
notion that we always hurt the ones we love,”

Your Dad Ded: “People talk about the cynicism of that song, but Tdon't see where taking a straghtforwand look at dadhood, married
hife, farmaly life 15 cynical, Certainly, ultimately. it was pretty tender, T thought.”

Tennessee Plates: T was down to the end of the song and 1 couldn't figure out where the guy was pong o wind up. Mike Porter
witrne 1o visi] and suggested that the guy wind up in jail, making Tennessee Plates. Brilliant, thoagh as | mainton with all my co-
wles, any bils you like are mine. Any bits vou don't are the other guy's."

Take Qff Your Uniform: “Oh my, the angry young man. .. OF course back then T had no idea that old ape and treachery always win
ouk over youlh and beauty. Still, I'd leave the uniform at home, This was my fiest MOA rocond, and | wanted to include something
from that album. Elvis (Costello) likes that song. and maybe thar's what subcomsciusly led wo that song™s inclusion,”

Someteene Other Than Now: “This has that Spanish moss hangin® all over it. Now it can be weld. In the song [ sing, ‘mavbe her
inlentions weren L even very good.” Butin the [yric booklet ] wrote itas “maybe ber intentions were oven very pod,’ cause [ was
wirried my new mother-in-liow might take it personally. Sorry. bMom. But, you know, T feel hemer now.™

Ceenrgea Rae: “Wasn't even born when | wrote this. Plus, we were hard up for boy names. My contribution was ‘Casper Diego,' 5o
the Mrs, was relieved when il was a girl. She's pushing eleven now and. along with her brother, Rob, and her sister, Lilly, never
cewses o astound me.”

Is Anypbody There?: “This was the first take; one of those ‘ragged by right” things, W traed 1o pet i1 better by floggzing il w death ten
muore Limes or 5o but, thank God, the sanity of the muosic prevailed and we realized thas one was 0"

Riding With The King ~'] hadn't heard the song inso long. IC5 0 oily and just so right. T just bove it with the big bass and Telecaster
gutiar there, s Mick Lowe's guitar on there. 1'd played it oncthe album and after those sessions be gave me that guitar, and 05 the
o | play today, 1's a 57 white Telecaster.”

The Best (0 fola Hioe CO; “Brought home the fact that 1ve basically always written love songs. That's preny much whit T do.
The album starts out with ‘Have a Little Faith” about this fellow who's madly in love with this gal. o the end, where he basically says,
“You know wiat. | don’t know a bloody thing abeut love.” Tthought thar premy muech sums “er up. T don’t know what T'm doing, b
it you come along with me, I'm sure we can make it theough.”



Of course, the most exciting news about PBS acclaimed series is that John got to host last year,
but before that, Hiatt was in the perhaps more comfortable position of answering the guestions. In
honor of this great series (and their great taste in choosing a Hiatt to host) below is a transcript of
the interviews John had with David Byrne and Ruben Blades during the past two seasons of
Sessions at W54th. Be sure to check your lecal listings for reruns and more great music and

interviews. Also, check out www sessinnsarwid.com for more info?

David fyrme interview:

DB: You were lelling somebody here vou were working on your car.

John: Yeah. My race car. IUs o little car called a "Tepends Car™ and they look like the cars that the clowns come out of in the circus
Thizy are =ort of small, but they re pretty fast. [ started racing about four vears azo. 1IUs what they call a “purpose bult™” mweecar, 105 a
built chassas with o tbular steel roll cage. 1t has a motoreyele engine and they take some parts from Tovotas for the wheels and rive
tray and the axle .., Pve taken some pretty nasty his.

DB: Anawlul lot of your songs have been covered hy ather peaple. Some have been hits, Do they have to ask permission? Can you
eny permiszien? I vou hear what they did and they don't-

John: Well, as vou know and well tell the audience, once a song's been recorded anybody can record it [0s open season. T T wrone
the song and 1 his not been recorded yet. then 1 have some say in the matter. 61 don't want someone to record [ oan say, "1'm soery,
voud can Lo that songe” But once you record it or it's recosded for the forst ume, then anybody can cover it

DB: And early on, [ think before anybody had heard your staff, you were writing in Nashville for a company hired 1o write for ather
peuple. 1'm curious how that works, how you do it? The whale Mashville music row-1"ve been there and walked arowend and gone i
some of the hitle restaurants and- every table is talking ahoat songs. And they re all publishers or writers. And its just amazing,
Juhn: [Us kind of like — the Brill Building as Timagined i Back when Carel King and Meil Dizmond and people like thar were
cranking them out. [°s going on a ot and i's 10 the pont where people make appointments to co-write songs. I8 ke going o see
yowr dentist, but pecple do it [ was sort of the odd man oo, T went down there ohen [ was 18 and T walked inmo a |1u|'|'|i_:..h':r|t-_ Compimny
ihat published this guy 1'd met down there who was named Bob Prank, a lolk singer. 1 was very impressed with his work and T sand,
“Well how are you surviving down here™ He said, “Well, Twrite for this publishing company and they pay me money. Yeah, 3252
week. Like an advance.” 50 [ just thoughe, *Damn i, that™s what U'm going to do.” 5o [ went into the same publishing company and
played some songs. They said. “What do you wam™ T sad, “Twenty-five dollars a week like you give Bob Frank.” And they accepled
=, 1 owas g prolessional. | was on my way. [ was amisieally seecessful because 1 was doing what [ want o do, which s, write and sing.
Aond somebody was paying me dowgh.

DBE: You have a greatest hits record ot now and . some have been re-recorded, or fleshed oot Does that mean you didn'n ke the
ariginal version?

John: No. Of the two we re-recorded, “Hive o Litthe Faith In Me,” originally was just a piano voeal performance for “Bring the
Family™ album. And we tried it with the band and we dudn’t zetat 10 was a four day session. Weawere going to make 4 whole record
tour days so you didn't really have a ot of time o work on any one song too hard. And so [ said, “Alright, serew i, P just lay down o
pianc voscal take, just to have iK™ So, 1175 Just @ song that Tve always wanted to hear with a Little mone steff on i

Ruben Blades Inferview!

B We're aoing (o start from the beginning. Place of itk ?

John: Weah! Indianapolis. Indiano. 1952 That makes roe abour.. . 47,

EE: Younzer than me. When was yvour first job as & musician?

John: Oh.wow! 1ehink a basement party of ome kind. Tibank o was some @1ghth sroders that threw a little winading in their
basement. because [ remember they asked me 1o come over and just play my puitar and sing. [think [ was insixth orade. And [
remember my mom drove me there in the snow. T was in the dead of winter, And [ remember she dropped me off and it was in the
basement. Iplogged in and starced playing and ssngang, and they all turned the lights down and started making out. And it tore me up
‘cause they weren't listening to me, they were making ou and my whole ., 50 was my first brush with anything sexval and [ was like
totally befuddled, and | remember itﬂh-iu.y_. '».'.--.‘:l.'.|1ir|g._ [ tboumk. [t was oo much, 1t was doo much for me.

RE: What was the first song that youw wrote that became a big g for another arise?

John: I think one of my first big swocess was a song called Sere as ['m sitiing here which was recorded by Three Dog Night in 1974,
And it was also on my first album for Epic. And inwas hke aoopoten, | think

RE: When vou heard that song on the radio, the fost tme... Dad vou call people?

Juohn: DNd I call people? (laughs) My mother, my sister, my o everybody Tknew, veah,

RE: "A Thing Called Tove™ Now, let me ask vou thes. How toegh s ot for you 4o dooa “cover™ of vour own song that has been 2
teemendoas o foe sormenne else, ke Bonnme Baan?

Jubin: Well, Lean sull play shows where people 2o, “Oh, that's that Bonnis Raitt song?™

EB: You'me doing a cover of vour own song, How toueh is that?

Johm; Ah, s kind of Tun

RE: Doovou hase anvone that vou would like partcularly o consider covering one of your songs?

Johm: 1 waulde 't monid of vt ehied e



All This Til

The big news in Hialt country is Eric Clapton and BB King covering the classic High fune "Riding With The
King.” In honor of fhis occasion, | decided to set the way bock mochine to 1983, when the following article
was prinfed in the Ockland Tribune to increase inferest in what was Hiclt's newest album, "Riding With the
King." As always, il's interesting to see how the press freated Hiatt, and how Hiatt presented himself years
ago. (For the record, most other Hiatt articles note his recovery from alcchelism as later than this)

A few years ago the last thing songwriter John Hiatt wanted o 5o was perform as a selo act, accompanying his singing
with piane or guitar. He was wriling arrangements For bands and wanted o bear his somgs pet the (ull treatment.

He got his wish duning the new wave era. did several tours with & sock band, and he and his band frequently have backed
Ry Cooder. S0 Hiarr™s sole show Tuesday at & pm at Wolfgang s (the Old Boardinghouse necently taken over by Bill Graham) in
San Francaseo will have (o be recorded as a lark.

Hian and another band-oriented rocker, T. Bone Bornett {formerdy of Bob Dyvlan and the Alpha Band), are sharing the
stage, separately and together, in one of those rane shows where fang get 10 hear therr favonte musicians in a different contexy.

"We're trying to get a Folk revival poing.” Hian H|l|-ul1' d with a bit of 2 sarcastic laugh. “No, we're really doing it for
the kicks, Also, s so people will have a chance o bear the Iyres w our somes without the band drowning 'em our.”

Hian started his professional life as a Nashville somganter, penning tunes for country and pop stars. Along with bis song
publizhing deal came a record contract, 5o he soon fownd himsel§ performing, His first two albums were released an the md
19705, wsang s mishmash ol rock-country-soul-gospel-falk styles that as oflen s nol resulted in fine music with more than a oech
of hurnor; T Ealled an Ant with My Guitar™ is funny, where the gospelish “Motorboal te Heaven™ is a lovely ballad. Today, Hian
lniorks back on thar penod with o wince. saying he wasn’t ready 1o make records and didn’t know what he was doing.

Fod a couple of years, he fronted a punkoid band. spitting out lyrscs while the group spit out the beat. It wasn’t unil his
association with eclectic rock stylist Ry Cooder that Hiart seemed perfectiy at bome able to use his multistylistic talents to full
advantape. Some of that development rubbed off on his last alboem, Al of a Sudden.” A new album is due in Aupust, rentatively
titled “The Trony and the Eestasy. ™ Originally it was to be produced by the musical due the Durocs (ceramic artist Ron Nagle and
drumemer 5ot Matthews), and Hiatt did an albom™s worth of tunes -.-l.|.I|'| them o thear San Francizoo studio.

Bzt Jast week Hiatl phoned from London i say he was also dinng spme newer tunes with English rock star Mick Taowe
producang, and it would be anybody™s guess how muoch of which sessions ends up on the record.

Thee Lomlon studio was a strange setting for Hiatr, who recently gave up drinking completelv. Working in an English
studio with a erew of pub crawlers was, in Hiatt’s words. “baptism by fire. But | felt no lemplation to join them in drink. T quite
enjoy being the add man. T used 10 not being in the swing of things. if vou know my career,”

He was never a heavy drnker, but as he explained, “You gotta have some discipline m your life”

As for the music, “Niek’s approach = quite sympathetc o what Bon and Scon were |:|-:'||n£' We're digging up the same
old boadies ™ i =

Thiz Duraws" hlestyle is based on pigs. Their tiny pink basement studio 1 called “The Pen'™ and Hiatt said they wanted
fim o eall s alburm “Pure Porck for Pig People™ (not to be confused with the Mick Lowe album, “Pure Pop for Now People™.
[Tram s, “The Drurocs cut the basic tracks with Scott on drams in the small main stedio and me plaving auitar sitting on :h.:
bathroom todlet, 11's & back-to-basics approach, bur we ook the tapes e a classy studio, the Automait, o 2loss the sound up.

Elant’s music is a blen of styles he has picked ugy, from o nunley 1o punk, wilh a lot af pop tossed ine His love of black pop
musie hias mven oovitality to his shows, Opening for 2 bard eeek boand H{ keley Community Theater some vears ago, Hiatt
mehuded the Izley Brothers™ “Fight the Power.,” a song few eock fans in the aedience had heard, And he's oot an achingly sweet
worson af Lhie Percy .':_-;Il.‘:-d',-;l.‘- hit “Take Time to Know Hee™ (mor on iz albom, aviolable cnly as the Mip side of the single *T Look for
Loz which will Tinally be available soon on a unique alburm, "Killer B's™ 2 Warmer Bros. Records gimmick (a smant one) to take
the B-sudes of same of thear artists singles that hadn’t been on their albums, and put them oot as a collection

Hiatt lrvies with his [llm-sound-editor wife. Isabella, and rao cans in the wild and woally Topanga Canyon section of Los
Angeles, a far ery from Nashville or the Indiana of his youth. “We've heen there for 2 whale,” Haall sard. “It's s0 removed that it's
Bip Wan Winkle territory. But I'm ready to move to something closer to civilization, whire you can walk down the sireet (o the 7-
Eleven,”

An excellent tunzzmith whose songs have been recorded by a varely of people over the years Dncluding Lou Ann Barion
ard Koescanne Cash this year), Hiatt is still Iooking for his own moment i the spethight,. His current contract with Geflen Records
fmoked hot when his “All of a Sudden™ albuarm came oun Last W, Caelfen was a new company with a string of chart-toppers by the
likes ol John Lennon and Donna Summer. Hia®s record was the L'-:'\-rn|1:|n_':.":3. Tirsl I'I-;:||:|

He hoepes the next one does better. "T'm always bopeful. I3 poatless poing o the trouble of making an album that
moxbdy s gorng do hear, You want @0 make a hit, and 1 think the marerial fos this album s the best U ve ever done, But 1'm not
about b pet hvped wp that i1 be o monster hit, becawse 've done that before and been cruelly dusappointed

“1MH B happy oz long as [ ean keep making recosds.”

Written by Larry Kelp
Onainally published Julv 4, 1983



orosswora Keep In

Think you're the smartest Hiatt-Head around? Then prove it

with this challenging crossword. The clues are based on Hiatt's . ] ‘ I
songs, and the initials of the album each clue comes from have eu = g i~
A e o & L 5

been included. Good luck!

T mREE There’s Just about one thing
- — we can never have enough

BT & of at Slow Tn.r.ru'.rzg. .. That's

3] [ ] = more John Hiatt fans to

f 7 4 share thoughts, 1deas and

information with.
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BT T T 11 Heard about something in
previous Slow Twrming ‘st
| We can also send you back
i HEREEE issues the previous four

MACHO SN WM i A1l
1. What fzke form af inflamed love (BOY L. Memphis insrrement (BTE) instaliments.

2. DeNed by beat of our hearts (RWTE) 2. Airline to promised lard (RWTE)
3. _ hke John with Angel Eyes = mystery (BO) 3. South-driving unnceessary apparel (8T)
A, Whar afares al ':-hl\.:-l:rlll':.' Hisad D=t (N0 4, L:';_I_:..' HI_lT:J'\.'.-‘J:.-'!-; heart was found (I.H) ’ ; :
30 Gl who kiss you s vou nide along (8T 5. {uitar-smasher's bail (PO - about -T"--"h":- his muosic, this
&, Tral-marker for made broken heart (B0 6. To oot filled at mansion on hill (RWTE) macazine, or o pass on
T Pootwear paamed on Pirate radio (LH) T, What o1l 21 at the Rendesvous {RTF) i z 2 ek 5
g more Hiatt info, or point
Q2.

Whether it be a question

B, Hulwed-artizt in John's bed (LEH) Head-numbing dewm (L) _
%, What was lelt behind by woman who Cirammy - somrriried Hiai pune out g mistake, we af‘ﬂ.'aj.-'s
Crossed Muddy Waters L0, Harolds place of death (RWTE) love to hear from vou!!

L. Tee-Age froxen anmal = o

AvEwLES will $C PURISHLD iny THE 2. BalMySuet GA (I -
o 3. Hrate of "5 chale i o (ST

ERT 1SSUE OF SLOW TURMING!! 3. State of John's childhood home (ST) Please send all

- L4. What lowve and faich wall throw (BTF)
COITeS SPD]'Id{'-'I'ICE Lo

YES!I Sign me up for a FREE SUBSCRIPTION TO SRR RNING

SLOW TURNING!!!
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