Slow Turning

John Hiatt Fanzine - Issue One
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WELCOME

Welcome to Slow Furning, the new magazine created for John Hiait fans by John Hiatt fans. As you know, in the
twenty plus years John Hiatt has been recording many fan clubs have come and gone. My goal is to make this not
only a magazine, but an open forum for fans to share their experiences, ideas and questions with each other. Check
out the back page on how to get in touch!

[t all started on an extremely cold Saturday morning when once again my mother and | found ourselves up
before the crack of dawn waiting in line for tickets. To top it off, people with wristbands began to appear like
warm little devils come to steal our soul giving tickets. Then, a familiar face appeared from the crowds, an old
linc-waiting fnend from John's last show at the Orpheum! He informed us he had potten a hold of a girl with a
wristband who could get us tickets as well! { Thanks again to our savior, sorry [ didn't cateh your name!) We bepan
to chatter about John and how much we had enjoved the last concert. Our friend mentionad how disappointing it
was that there was no longer any fan club, and while agreeing, | off-handedly mentioned [ had enough infarmation
tor start my own club. He was so enthusiastic, | began to consider, That might, I went into a frenzy, gathering the
scattered photographs, magaring articles and reviews we had gathered and began forming what you now hold in
vour hands: SLOH TURNING, the John Hiatt Fanzine

Actually. it was the weckend of December 8th and Sth that led me o create this circular, more than any
accidental suggestion. On that particular Saturday, my mother and 1 were together agauin. This time we were warm
but on a two hundred mile drive to Burlington, VT during a blizzard. | was sleepy in the passenger seat, watching
the snow float around us in cycadelic dream clouds contrasting the black pavement. | couldn't help but compare
purselves (o the Deadheads, following our favorite band through the states. Only yesterday John Hiatt had put his
arms around us for a photo opportunify at Strawberry's in Boston. We had seen a fantastic 110 minute show from
our front row seats at the Chrpheum and here we were, about to enjoy another performance at the Memorial
Auditorium in Vermont's capital citv. 1 unconsciously rubbed the cheap mood ring which became a constant
companion alter John Hiatt shook my hand with it on for good luck. There was a chance we could meet him again
that night, and | was anxious to see il he remembersd me.

Marvelous as it was, it isn't meeting John again as he jokingly asked me, "What arc vou doing here? that sticks
out most in my mind. And it isn't getting a hug from the multi-instrumental master]y talented mandolin player
David Immergluck. It isnl even the amarzing performance or my unbelieving reaction when Hialt and the Queens
broke out into "l Wanna Be Sedated” for their final encore. What | remember most about that miraculous weekend
15 the pre-show party thrown by the local radio station, WNCS {Which we fondly have nicknamed the John Hiant
station. Be sure fo tume in to 104.7 whenever you're in receiving distance. ) ;

About twenty die-hards gathered to chat and win CDs, restaurant gift certificates and the chance to meel Hiatt
after the show. The atmosphere was tense because each of us so desperately wanted to be among the handful
chosen to meet him, but still there was a definite comradery. Each of us shared this great love in common, and
each of us had our own comments (o share. Like how aggravating it was to sce John pushed aside at Newport Tor
Mary Chapin Carpenter or how tears came to our eves the first time we heard "Dust Down a Country Road” at the
Ben and Jerry's One Heart One World Festival., (At which this 1ssue's cover photo was faken.) It was this event
which made me want to start a link of communication, so this sharing wouldn't be himited o one night every vear or
s when Hhatt has a concerl. Maybe T'm the only one lonely to discuss the bittle things | pick out of magazines and
lyric booklets, but from the hushed conversation, T don't think [ am.

S0 whether this publication started that Saturday when [ got tickets 1o the Seper/Hiati show and frantically
began lo type inte my [BM, or 1f 1t was before [ was bom when Hiatt first heard "Like a Rolling Stone” outside 4
drug store 1in Monticello, Indiana, changing his and consequently all of our lives... Here it is. Issue One of Sfow
Turning.

I'd like to thank WHNCS for their continuing support of Mr. Hiatt and for throwing one hell of a party. Mr, Jack
Calles Tor first implanting the wea in my dense cramum and s lovely wife Pam for sending him out to the ticket
lines to do so. Columbia Records for lots of info and petting out thes termific new album. My mom for her mental,
musical and financial support. A full moon. And most of all, John Hiatt for giving so much of himsellM o s lans
and those three little chords for the past twenty two years. And all of you who hopefully take the time to read all of
this. Empoy and RAVE ONI!
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Rave On!!

Since his appearance in 1974 with Hanging Around the Observafory, Hiatt has been
well received by the critics. In fact, in most reviews he is called a critics darling in the
same sentences he is praised. Take a look for yourselves what writers and musicians

have had to say about him over the years.

A journeyman singer-songwriter . still woefully underappreciated by the masses, Hiatt has delivered two of the
finest albums of the Eighties - Bring the Family and Slow Turning, both of them mature masterpieces of deeply felt,
intelligent R&B-inflected rock.” -David Wild, Rolling Stons

“John Hialt 1$ oulrageous a5 3 writer. I'm looking forward to meeting him, because I'm trying to get ideas how he
can come up with such great, great material" -Buddy Guy, musician

" _one of the best of all the working songwriters, ... Hiatt is more than just a good histen. His songs are lifelines.”
-Jay Cocks, Time

"Aside from being one of my favonte singers, John's songs present some of the most originally skewed insights into
life ard the human condition you're going to find." -Bonmie Raitl, musician

"Literate, canny, hard-edged, peppered with grim and unexpected rhymes, . combines the ironic wit of Randy
MNewman with Saturday might, bluc-collar energy of Bruce Springsteen”  -Peter J. Smith, NY Times Magazine

"Hiatt's supposed mentors, Bruce Springsieen and Elvis Costello, suffered from the performers’ long haul in the
music biz, Hiatt's 13th release (Walk On) shmgs off the same fate without changing his classic roots-rock

direction.” -Franklin Soults, Bostop Phoenix

"John Hiatt writes lyrics that are beautiful, soulful, tear-jerking, romantic, and that you can relate to. His music s
inspming and he's a master at bndging the gap between country and rock.” -Mark Bryan, musician

"Hiatt 15 sort of the Cal Ripken Ir. of the rock world. ... he may not be the flashicst player, but he is a workhouse
who never fails to deliver quality work. ... Hiatt's songwriting just seems (o be getting stronger.”
“Craig Tomashoft, People

"Hiatt has molded what was once a nasal Midwestern growl into a surprisingly supple instrument. ... he provided a
more-than-convincing object lesson on how heartland rock & roll can keep up with the times without losing its
soul " -(ilenn Kenney, Rolling Stong

"I can truly sav ['ve done some good surfing behind John Hiatt's great songs, his meat-on-the-bone guitar playing.
and his fuel injector voice. He's the real thing, and I've met a few, but only a few. ... John has a focus and an
intensity that eats the machings so you can gel down and surf at home."  -Ry Cooder, musician

"...songs clegant in their simplicity but ever simphstic, sung the way he speaks - with plainspoken hopefulness, His
music ndes the cusp of where country meets rock.” =Dave Luhrssen, Milwaukee's Down Town Edition

"John is 2 master of many sounds and styles. His music 15 whatever it needs to be to express the wide range of s
feclings and moods. ... Always, it is a music filled with spinit, energy, humor, and excitement.  And of course,
John's strangely compelling voice is the perfect match for the cunous music and more curious lyrics. Hiati's not
Just strange - these days it's easy to be weird  Hiatt takes it all one step beyond: like truth, he 15 stranger than
fiction." -Bruce Harris



Similar Tracks

Many comparisons have been drawn to John Hiatt's working class tales of the lives we've all lived
and short-story writer.”poet Raymond Carver's namatives. Says Hiatt: "My feeling ever since | was
a kid was that the weirdest stuff was going on behind closed doors somewhere . . . And that's what
Carver talks about. He really nails you." "This guy is so good it makes me go limp. Makes me
wonder how I can spiff up my act™ Compare yourself. Raymond Carver's “Something is
Happening” from a |1 970 collection and John's | 982 song "Something Happens” are below.

SOMETHING IS HAPPENING
Sormething 15 happening to me

if | can believe my

semses this s not just

another distraction dear

1 am tied up sull

in the same old skin

the pure 1deas and ambitious yeamings
the clean and healthy cock

at all costs

but my fect are beginning

to tel]l me things about their new relationship 1o
my hands heart hair and eves

Something 15 happening to me

T could T would ask vou

have you ever felt anything similar
but you are already so far

away tonight [ do not think

vou would hear besides

my voice has also been affected

Something 15 happening to me

do not be surprised il

walking someday soon i this bright
Mediterranean sun you look
across at me and discover

a woman n my place

OF WOTSe

a strange whitchaired man

wriling a pogm

one who can no longer form words
who 15 simply moving his lips
trying

to tell you something

SOMETHING HAPPENS
I'm gonma jump n
Wanna step on the gas
Drive nght out of
This place fast.
She sand "red light!™
Pl take those keys
Out of my mind, and on my knees

Chorus: Something Happens._

| don't know why

Can'l seem to get my future out of her eve.
Something Happens,

Never for sure

And 1f | could name this sickness, I'd be cured

She's gane restless and s her brain
Always static on that line.

Till the fall out from the wall

And in my head, [ get that call

Chorus

She don't want oo talk-

She don't want to talk to me

She just wanna look-

She just wanna look through me,

[1's & famine or it's a feast.

Who's that Beauty? Who's that Beast?
Driven te murder or happiness

And if [ do it, wall | confess?

_hors
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Monologue Masterpieces

Hiatt is known for his clever lyrics, but so live performances often reveal a deeper look at these great
songs. Here's some of the banter that you wish was always part of the song. One quote to keep in
mind: "I guess all these songs are for me. I'm somy, folks. I'm just a selfish son-of-a-bitch when it gets
right down to iL"

RIDE ALONXG: "This is 2 song aboul getting up in the moming and it's like... It's like your mind got up before you
did. And ifs telhng you stuff. 1t's saving, 'It's gonna be a bad day. It's gonna be a really bad day. Don't even pet up.
Don't even get up. Well, if vou're going to get up, vou better behave yourselll You better just ride along ' ™
(miming getting ready for work) "Come on, honey! I got to go. Is the coffee ready? What! 1 don't have any clean
shirts. What's going on here? Damn, that's the fourth D he's gotten this semester. What are we gonna do with that
boy? Well, I'm off. You know, I-[-I...1 don't like changing soap.”

IT'LL COME TO YOU: "This is a song about when it's poing really nice in your life. The marriage is looking
good. Youlook good. You feel good. You and the wife are getting along, you're talking, the sex is good. The kids
are getting A's and B's. You got enough 1o put food on the table. Your friends treat you well, you treat your friends
well. You slecp good, you go to bed, vou get eight hours of thick, deep REM-I'm talking sleep. And vou do it with
a shit-eatin’ grin, o0, Life 15, _good. And one night you're getting some of that good, deep sleep like vou haven't
had since vou were a baby, and you're stmiling. You're feeling so great about this sleep, and all of a sudden a little
bit of your past comes in, it's almost like kind of a dream, it's like a little fly, and vou're going, 'Shoo, shoo, shoo, go
on, go on.” But it just keeps coming. And all of a sudden you are wide awake sayving to vourself, "Oh, man, |
thought the brain cells thal were assigned to that particular memory had sloughed off 2 long, long time ago.' ™

15 ANXYBEORY THERE: "| remember writing this down in the basement of this old house we lived in down in
INashville and my wife and kids were right upstairs but for some reason [ was overcome by this awful, lonely
feclimg. Y'all know when it creeps up on vou, it doesnt matter. You could have loved ones within one hundred
yards, Tt's qust that, it's kinda hike that black hole stuff. It sneaks up on you and goes. This song’s kinda about that "

FEELS LIKE RAI¥: "This took place on a2 Sunday mormng back in the winter time. Me and the Mrs. were sitting
in the lnving room and had the Sunday paper spread out all over the floor. [ had my blue, plaid pajamas on. 1 was
sitting next to her there on the couch. We'd already read the paper and | wanted to talk about other things, Like
love. 5ol picked up my acoustic guitar because... Well, that's how | do my talking. And [ said, 'Mrs. Hiart! 1 know
what you like, mirl. You'd like to be down in Lowssiana right about now in the nighttime with the rain coming
down.""

TRUBPY ANXD PAFE: "Is a story about a couple of people. [ actually read about these guvs, a similar story in a
national newspaper three or four years back. [t seems they saw one of those Crimestopper deals on TV and decided
if 1t worked for those people why oughtn't they give ita try. They did and it didn't work out for them quite like they
planned. They were amested and they were on television that evening, full of remorse, dressed in orange, Tt was a
sad, very sad thing. And they looked straight in the camera and said, 'Just don't, just don't try this. Just don't try it
S0 that's pood advice. And their names were Trudy and Dave, bless their souls."

SLOW TURNING: (during the bridge, duning the Gulf War) "Well, I'm riding in my car. And it looks hike I'm
runming just 2 Little low on o1l But | don't know 1f 1t's worth fifty or sixty or seventy or eighty or ninety or a
hundred thousand men and women dving, just so 1 can put a quart of o1l in my car. So | believe I'm just gonna put
it over here and park it for a while, baby. Let's just turn the radio on.  Let’s tumm it way down low. Now, unfike Mr.
Bush or Mr. Baker | don't come here tonight to offer any ultimatum. | come to vou tonight to negotiate a setilement
cqutlable to both partics. And here's what | propose. | propose you come closer. | suggest you come closer nght
now. Uh.,, This was supposed to be a Betty and Veronica kinda deal. Feels more like Ma and Pa Kettle. Are those
your children back there? What!?! Those are our children in the back seal! Come on' And I'm velling at the kids
in the back....”



Little Village

They had us bopping and laughing to "Solar Sex Panel” and slipping out of out seais to the sultry
slide guitar and capturing words of "Lipstick Sunsei”. Yet, only one album and ftour came out of it
What happened? Here's the story of the shor-lived super band.

HOWD IT START?. . .Ry: For vears | thought 1 was missing something because, for my money, bands make
the best music. ... Keltner, who I've worked with for going on twenty years, and [ talked a lot about this and when
we got together to do John's Bring the Family wiath Nick on bass, we came up with a really good guartet sound.
Eventually, amorphously, it just kind of pulled itself together. It's miraculous, | think,

John: I knew there was gold here to be mined. When you play with these guys you're going to leamn something
50 much of the process was letting the music lead. We just had enough trust, courage and ignorance to tag along
and see where it went. We never really had it It just let us know when it was there :

HOWD IT WORK OUT? . . John: We all have a lot of respect for eachother. That helps. T've worked with
Ry since 1980, and he's taught me a lot. He was the first guy, [ felt, that really liked the way I played guitar. It
meant a lot to me. Mick 15 a natural bass plaver with a sound you can hang vour hat on. Jim is the most musical
drummer Pve ever worked with. He's the secret ingredient for the band. the oulside curve ball that made it
interesting

Ky: And, of course, when vou meet someone with John's abilitics, the job is to look for an opportunity to do
something together. .. (On the songwriting process.) John: All you need is a little something to kick you over
the edge. Ry is always collecting titles, like the song "She Runs Hot." My natural inclination was to put it in a
car motif and place it in Harden County, Tennessee, where I've been spending some time lately. A popular
bootlegging termitory. "Don't Think About Her When You're Tryving to Drive" was, again, a Ry title. When we
slarted working on the words together we'd fax versions back and forth, me in Nashville and Ry in L.A. That's
the way things evolved. . This has been a humbling experience, learning to work with other people, which |
don't do well. I'm grateful 1o have come 1o this point to have the opportunity to collaborate. It's really exciting,
especially with this group of guvs. Here, who you are 15 as important as how you make music. We're all trying
some new things, taking a fow nsks, trusting,

HOW WERE THE REVIEWS? . | taken from April 27, 1992 Boston Herald article by Dean Johnson) Some
bamnids look better on paper than theyll ever sound on stage or dise.  Little Village could have casily slipped into that category. The
newly formed guartet boests three singer/songwriters - John Hiatr, Ry Cooder and Wick Lowe © accustomed 10 fronting ther own bands
and having things their own way, Could that irio get alosg wedl enough (0 work together on a simule project with drummer/songnaTiter
Jom Keliner? Litthe Village's recerly released debut album was o tasty slab of well-written and well-performed pop with a heawy
ernphasis on roots muske. The band's debut Boston appearance at the Orpheum for a near-capacity crowd was an cven sweeter treat,
The 110-minute set consisted of 20 songs, including all 11 of the new release, along with a few choice nuggets from the three frontmen's
pasts. There was a stronger sense of dynamics and comfortable, combstible group chemmztny in the show than on the band's disc. The
concert featurad four veteran musicians just hiving a ball feading ofF each other's energy. The date was the last on the band's tour, so an
apreeably wrv and goofy atmesphers accompansed the mostly razor-sharp music. Lowe, Hiatt and Cooder swapped vocals all night,
though Hiatt was the one most often front and ceoter. The show, broadcast live on WBCHN, kicked off with 2 rollicking version of "She
Runs Hot" from the new disc, full of taut rhythm and targ, smart shide guitar lings from Cogder, The band receaved a rapturous response
the moment it stepped on sfage, causing Lowe fo comment afler the firsf (ung, "Mo point in asking, vou how you're feelmg tonight,” He
preceded 10 describe the resd of the show thusly, "Fast songs, slow songs, pew sengs, old songs, smart songs, stupd songs ... a muscal
soup de jour.” The group dutifully made Lowe a prophet by the end of the naght. Songs such as "Take Apother Look," "Don't Bug Me
When I'm Werking,” and "Don't Go Away Mad® were so inremstibly rhvthmic (and punchier in a live setting) that most of the audiemce
members were waving their heads and necks like gaggles of nervous geese  The band members’ between-song banter added a mice, light
touch to the concert, which alse Reshed our with Hiatt's putery "Memphis in the Meantime” and the hit be penned for Bonme Raate,
"Thing Called Lowe" | Last nights show was a gourmet fare: lean and savory with no extra fat and just the nght amount of hickory
Mavaring

SO WHYD IT END? . . John: | was slammed and juced by that hand. [ got really energized by the whols
experience. [ was just writing, writing, writing and | felt like a kid -- | didn't know how to handle all this energy.
It really shook a lot loose... [ wore those guys out. 'We went out on tour and they all started crying and had to go
home,,, After that, it was definitely time to play with some youngsters.”



CROSSWORD

Here's your chance to test your Hiatt knowledge. Difficulty ranges from radio

listener to Die-Hard fanatic. 5end in a comectly completed puzzie and we'll
send you a press kit with reviews, biographies and unreleased color pictures!
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I. Hiatt's current bar content 2.
2. Tnal place in Tennessee Plates
3. Hiatt's birth place 3
4. Instrumental insecticide ‘f
5. Walk On's Louisiana street =
6. Fourty million dollar Van Gogh o
7. Harold's Estella's poison 7.
8. First job in Nashville (company) 3

9 hghis dance on the air

10. Rolling Stone kids bang like
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Trudy's Dave's cigarette brand (2)
Adult female doll in the Wreck of

the Barba Ferran

Jimmy's expected line of retum

# of rooms in the Zero House
Little Villager / King Producer
Walk On producer / bassist
Tennessee Plates co-writer
Pertectly Good Guitar with a crack
Cldest little Indian

10. Hiatt's father and son's name
11. She Loves the Jerk narrator

12. Month of Lipstick Sunsets

13. Hungry Something Wild

14, Travel ime = all the time we've
wasted

Keep in
Touch!!!

S0, what do you
think? Whether it's
that you love the
magazine and want Lo
subscribe or think 1t's
pathetic and want (o
make it better, I'd love
to hear from yvou!!!
Send me your
comments, stories.
pictures, thoughts
about John and new
information and ['ll
send 1t mght back out
to yvou and all the
other deserving Hiatt
fans out there...

This can't work
without you, so let's
see whal you've got...
Looking for a rare
album or B-track?
Tell me and I'll either
send you a copy or
put your scarch i our
up-coming wani-ads!
»end any and all
information and

| requests 1o

| Slow Turning

1 | would love to become a part of this great new maga ne.
“** Sign me up for a free subseription!!!

Mame i

Address itz

Town State ___ Zip Code

Phone { J DoOB ___ {optional)

| Expect the next 15sue
|out in garly July. I'm
lookmg forward to
sending vou one!!!




